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December 20 ; S506 


Acting Consul General for Belgium, 
Shanghaie 


Sirs 

I have the honour to refer to your letter 
ef December 6, 1935, and to inform vou that Charies 
Ivanovitch Peters, a Russian subject born in Esthonia, 
is at present in Shanghai residing at Lane 87, House 2, 
Route Vallone 

Charlies Ivanovitch Peters was born on 
December 5, 1887 in Lifliand Province, Esthoniae 
He removed in 1922 from Vliadivostock to Harbin. He 
there obtained employment as technical translator 
with the Baldwin Train-Building Factory, an American 
concerne He left this position about a year later 
and joined the X-H. Cook Belting Company as English 
eorrespondent.e. He remained with this firm for nine 
years, during which period he augmented his reguiar 
income by giving English lessons. 

Peters arrived in Shanghai from Harbin 


together with his wife, Amelia Fransevna nee Ranahovskysa, - 


in October 1932, and registered with the Russian 
Emigrants" Committee and the Bureau of Public Safetye« 
He renewed the registration on October 24, 19556 


He applied for a position in the Public Health Department . 


of the SeMeCe. in December cf the same year, but there 
was no vacancys It appears that Peters mate this.° i 
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application through a promise that he would receive 
assistance in securing the position from ane Zaharorr, 
to whom he advanced $200.00 to entertain certain 


influential members. of the Public Health Depar tment 


with whom he was supposed to be in touche Peters 


subsequently recovered half of this amounte 

Peters was employed as a salesman by the 
Biectric Service Corporation, 20 Nanking Road, 
May 1933 to December 19336 


fron 
In January 1934, he joined 
the Cathay Commercial Coe, 778 Bubbling well Road, and 


worked there until March ls 1935 when, Owing to lack 


of business, his services were dispensed with. He is 


now unemrloyed and earns a livelinood by making trans-— 


lations from Russian into English and vice versa and 


writing letters for people not versed in the language 
in which they wish to make communicationse 
Peters previously residea at 637/10 avenue 
Joffre and moved to his present address on December 13, 
1955. The Post Office Box Nowe 2146, which he used as 
a communication address, is registered in the name of 
the Cathay Commercial co., 778 Bubbling well Road. 
This is the place where he was last employede 
The Municipal Police know nothing of a 
aerogatory nature about Peters either politically or 
morally. 
X have the honour to be, 
Sire 
Your obedient servant, 


(Sd) K. M. Bourne. 


Acting Commissioner or Police. . 
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ho afterwards Buspe ng the he was mo 
swindle Petera demanded Zaharo oO reps he remaining 
00 bu all that he received in reply was a letter dated 
n 5 ff acknowledgi: receipt of OO. 
persons oan and stating that he would refund the 
mone 


On August 1. © This sum has not yet been repaid by 
aharoff who is at present employed as a salesman in a grocery _ 
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Decesibai. as, - 
Gnniininacion mater Daeadenn Be 1935 from the Belgian Consulate- 
General re Charles Ie Peters. 


Charles Ivanovitch Peters was born on December 5S, . 
1887 in Lifliand Province, Esthonia- ie wife anclia 
Fransevna nee Ranahovskya was born in 1897 in Warees, 
Poland. 
year he proceeded to Harbin where he obtained work with the 
Baldwin Trein-Building Factory, an american concern, as 
technical translator. In this capacity he worked for about 
@ year when he left to enter the employ ef the X-H- Coek 
Belting Company as English sorresponient, a position which 
he retained for the ensuing nine years. Im addition te 
this employment he gave private isssons in English to 
Russian residentse- ’ 

In October 1932, he arrived in Shanghai from Harbin 
in company with his wife and registered himself with the 
Russian Emigrants’ Cocmittee and the Bureau of Public dafsty. 
This registration was renewed on October 2h, 1935. From 
= May 1953 to December 2003, he wicked ae. a sninenen. mine the 


Joined the Cathay Commercial Co-, ‘77e paiwling Well med, 
and worked fer this firm until march 2, 1928, shen Ms i 


Me reaided at 627/10 Avene Joffre until Deescher 3 $ ‘ase, 
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memed Zaharoff and GeNe Engels alias Inglis were in the 
service of the Councii or whether they had anything to do 
with the securing of positions in the Public Health Depart— 


mente in this letter Peters gave his commmication address 
as “Fost Office Box No. 2146." 


Subsequent inquiries showed that A-I- Zaharoff was an 


(*x~Police Watchman formerly engaged with the Mitsui Benk, 


Mo. 4 Kiukiang Road, and, at the time of inquiry, was employed 
with the Russian Orthodex Confraternity’s Sehool, No. 737 
Route Winlinge Me used to supplement his income by working 
as a tickst collector at the Canidrome. The other inifvidual 


mentioned in Peters’ letter, GeNe Engels, could not be traced. 


Neither Zaharoff nor Engels hed at any time been employed by 
the Health Department. 

In connection with his letter tothe Couneil, Peters, on 
February 17, 1934, made a statement to the Municipal Police 
to the effect that A-Ie Tehereff bad obtained from him « 
cum of money unter the pretext of sequring him exploymeat with 
shortly after arrival here, Peters met 4-I. Zahareff, whem 
he had known slightly in Marbin, anf the latter gave out that 
he was employed with the Shanghai Municipal Felice ani that 
his duties ineluded the attenting of the Gog vases at the 
Canidroms in the capacity of inapecter- During ems of their 
meetings in Noventer 2088 Zaharet? yerenates Fetese te apply. 
for. the post ef Sanitary Inspector in the Mealth De 
amd te pay Bae Sn man et ANGE, Der Ths pempees oF 4 
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@ letter of application to Zahareff, and in Jamary, 1933, 
Peters received an official reply frem the 3.M.C. informing 
him that there were no vacancies in the Public Health 
Department. Zeharoff, however, kept on telling Peters 
various stories regarding the possibility of securing 
employment with the 3.MN.C-, and in June 1983 he returned to 
Peters $100- on the ground that he would manage to get him 
@ position not ec remmerative as that ef sanitary inspector. 
Shortly afterwards, suspecting that he was a victim of a 
swindle, Peters Gemanded Zahareff to repay the remaining 
$100 but all thet he received in reply was a letter dated 
July 15, 1933, from Zaharoff acknowledging receipt of $100. 
as a personal licen and stating that he would refund the 
momy on August i- This sum has not yet been repaid by 
Zeharoff who is at present employed as a salegman in a grocery 
shep at 209 Aveme Dubeil. 

In connection with this inquiry it has been ascertained 
that Peters some times ago answered an afivertisensnt of a 
certain firm in Belgium effering to undertake representation 
ef their goods in China. 

Nothing of a Geregatory mature cither politically or 
morally ia known to the Municipal Polios sugarding Peters. 


“SHEL RUNITIPAL Priscy 
S. G. REGISTRY 

S&B. Dw TEE. 
¢ ale cz 3 


stances anececennreneaneneseter-contenene- 


Sir, 


I have the honour te acknowledge receipt 
of your letter of December 6, 1955 in regera 
to Mr. Charles Peters, former Shanghai resident, 
now in Beigium. 

X will have enquiries made ferthri th and 
comamicate with you further in due course. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Sd) K- rm. Bourne, 
Acting Commissioner ef Police. 


Acting Gonsui-General for Beigium, 
Shanghed.. 
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I have the honour to inform you that I have been 


Sir, 


requested to obtain information conceming the financial 
Standing of Mr. Charles PETERS, former Shanghai resident 
actually in Belgium. 


The only indication as to the former address of Mr. 


Peters is that of his Post Office Box No 2146. I should 


therefore be very much obliged if you could ascertain the| 


former residence of this person. I would also appreciate 


obtaining such infomation as you might be able to give of 
concerning his business activities in Shanghai; this will4¥ 
of course be treated as trictly confidential. 


Thanking you in anticivation for the assistance you 
may render me in this matter, 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Yours very 


img Consul General 
Major K. M. Bourne, M.C. 
Acting Commissioner of the 
S.M.C. Police force 


Shanghai. 
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The Secretary, 
Se Me Ce 


Reference No.H.1/13 of Januery 27 & 29. 


op Faas? 12h 


Although comment on the letter from Chas. Peters 


was not requested by you the allegations made therein 


have been the subject of police investigations the 


result of which in the for= of the attached copy of a 
police report is forwarded herewith for your informatio 


(Sd) F. W. Soe. rare 
Commissioner of Police. 
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POLICE FORCE. \ 
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, 
Ss hanghai, Fenrvary 27, 193 4 
To__De_ Ce (Special Branch). J 
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With reference to attached files 


_._ mo comment is sought by the 


| Secretariat but nevertheless _ 


..._ NaS.1.Prokefiey's report points to. 
_the existence of an "organization" _ 
98 person or persons claiming __ 


influence sufficient to secure for _ 


> . Clients positions with the S.M.C., | 
: _@ matter of considerable interest to .. 
: the Council, 
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Fm. 2 File No...._........ 
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Subject Cin full)... Enquiry from Mr, Ch, Peters re: A.~I,.Zaharoff and N.G, Engels _ 


With reference to the attached letter dated January 27, 
1934 ,from Mr.Ch.Peters on the subject of A.I.Zaharoff and N.G. En- 
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of the letter in question and the individuals whose names are men~ 


tioned in it revealed the following information:-— 


I. Charles Ivanovitch Peters,44,former Russian subject of 


Esthonian nationality. He arrived in Shanghai from 


Harbin in October,1932. “When registering with the Ruse 


Sian Emigrants' Committee ,iWo 6-A Hongkong Road ,he 
stated that he had resided in Harbin since 1923 working 


in_the capacity of an English translator and correspon- 


dent with various firms in that city. He mentioned 
A.Il.Zaharoff as a reference, Peters worked as a sales- 


man with the Blectric Service Corporation,20 Nanking 


Road, from May till December,1933,after which he has 


been employed with the Cathay Commercial Co,No 356 Pe- 


king Road,as a correspondent and book-keeper, He is at 
present residing at No 59 Canton Road, 


2. Alexander Ivanovitch Zaharoff,51,Russian. He arrived 


in Shanghai from Harbin in October ,1930 and has since 


been residing in this city. Shortly after his arrival 
here he registered with the Munichpal Police as candi- 


date for position as Police Watchman and on that oc- 


casion he produced good recommendations, He was employed 
as a Police Watchman with the Mitsui Bank,No 4 Kiu- 
kiang Road,from February 2 till June 26,1932,when he 


_Was discharged owing to a reducing in staff. For the 
_ past several months he has been emploved with the Ruse 
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Winling,and also works as a ticket collector at the 


Canidrome. _ 


3. GN. Engels alias N.G.Engels alias Inglis. No trace 


can be found of the person bearing this name, 


Following the above preliminary enquiries Mr.Feters was 


-his letter to the Secretary of the Shanghai Municipal Council. He 
readily agreed to do so and in the course of an interview with the 
undersigned ,which took place between 5 p.m and 7 p.m. on February 
12 at this office,he related in detail the circumstances which had 


led to his writing the letter in question. He also consented to 


pauls | statement. _ _ 


ed eee 


vt "5 It appears from this statement that shortly after his ar- 
hn” rival in Shanghai Mr. Peters met a certain A.I.Zaharoff,whom he 
eee had slightly known in Harbin where Zaharoff operated a "law,enquiry 
~ Se and commission office", On that occasion Zaharoff mentioned that 


he was employed with the Shanghai Municipal Police and that amongst 


other duties he had to attend the Canidrome races as _ an Inspector. 


| they met several times during November ,1932,and on one occagion 


Zaharoff.who knew that Peters was a 


that the latter should apvly for a position with the Shanghai Muni-~ 


the ‘existence of an "organization" among the municipal employees, 
without the assistance of which it was impossibie for Russian can— 
Gidates to secure employment with the Shanghai Municipal Council, — 
|In this connection he cited as example a Russian named Grant ,who 
after many unsuccessful applications for a position with the 
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Shanghai Municipal Council,secured the assistance of the "organi- 


zation" and soon afterwards received appointment as a Sanitary In- 


spector. According to Zaharoff,a certain Mr. Engels, fussian, who 
haa been in the employ of the Shanghai Municipal Connecil for over 


ten years, was one of the members of the "organization”™ in question, 


Peters then made personal enquiries of Mr.Grant residing 
_in the Harmony Terrace off Avenue Joffre,and learned that the lat- 
ter had already received appointment as a Sanitary Inspector in 
the Public tealth Department,S.M,C,,and that his service would 
commence in March,1933. Similar enqniries made regarding a Russian 


named P.I.Fedoroff,who according to Zaharoff,was another protege 


of the "organization" ,made teters believe that there was some __ 
| truth in Zaharoff's story and,consequentiy,he decided to avail 
himself of the assistance offeréd. On December 5,1932, he handed 


to Zaharoff an application for position of a Sanitary Inspector, 


addressed to the Chairman of the Shanghai Municipal Council, To~ | 
ethér with the application he gave Zaharoff $ 200,00, which sum 


according to Zaharoff, Mr,Engels would require in order to enter- 
tain the Secretary of the Public Health Department ,a Dane by natio- 
nality, and a Chinese employee of the Municipal Council,It was 


also agreed that after receiving the appointment desired Peters 
would have to"thank" Engels and Zaharoff accordingly, 


About the middle of January ,1933, an official reply was 


received by Peters from the Shanghai Municipal Council informing 
him that there were no vacancies in the Public 4ealth Department, 
Asked for an explanation Zaharoff stated that a mistake had taken 
place _ in handling the application in question,but that Engels pro- 
mised to put things right acain. 

From that time on Z ept on telling Peters various 
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Subject (in full) 00.0.0 2202.0.0..---- 


stories regarding the possibility of securing employment with the 


Shanghai Municipal Council. As rnositions offered were not so well 


paid as the position of a Sanitary Inspector,in respect of which 


$ 200.00 had been advanced by Peters, Zaharoff stated that Hngels 
would return a part of that sum. Indeed some time in June,1933 


a 


Zaharoff returned to Peters $ I00.00. 


as Shortly afterwards he informed Peters that the latter's 
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chances to obtain an employment with the Shanghai Municipal Council 


were very low. Suspecting that he was victim of a swindle, Peters 


demanded the return of the remaining $ 100.00. He was assured that 


the money would he returned on July 15. On that date a letter was 


received by Peters from Zaharoff,in which the latter acknowledged 


receipt from Peters of the sum of_3 I00.00 as 


a@ personal loan and 


promised to return the money on the I-st day of August. This ,how-— 


ever,he failed to do and also did not reply to a letter dated Sep- 


tember 18.in which Peters demanded immediate return of the re- 


maining money and threatened to revort the whole affair to the 


proper authorities, This letter was addressed in the name of A,T, 


Zaharoff to Room No 326,Public “ealth Department, S.M.C, <A letter 


| which Peters wrote to Zaharoff in June ,1933 using the same address, 


evidently reached the addressee,as he acknowledged its receipt in 


writing. 


During the whole period of his negotiations with Zaharoff 


Peters never saw Engels in person,but on several occasions he re~ ; 


ceived telephone calis from a man.who introduced himself as 
Mr.Engels and confirmed receipt of the sum of $ 200.00 through 
Zaharoff ete. This man svoke perfect Russian and his voice was en- 


|tirely different from that of Zaharoff, Apart from Peters' wife 


no one was 


resent at any time when business was discussed between 
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According to our information a Russian named A.A,.Grant, : 

residing at No 915 Avenue Joffre.apvlied for vosition as a Sani- i 

tary Inspector in the Public stealth Department some time during 3 


the earlier part of 1933,while another Russian named P.1I,.Fedoroff, 
ee ee SS ae eee. Leste SGorers. 


an assistant-surgeon, is reported to have been endeavouring to se- i 


cure employment with one of the Municival Hospitals. during the 
same year. 
Enquiries show that there is no Room 326 in the part of 


the Administration Building occupied by the Public Health Depart- 


ment. 
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My name is Charles Peters, an Esthonian by nationality, ex-Russian 
subject, 41 years of age (or 46, of wnich I am not quite sure) ,residing 
at 5° Canton Road, Shanghai, c/o. Pie Hang Mow, a Chinese firm of 
Custecms Brokers, tel.No.13077. My office aéGress is at 356 Peking 
Road, The China State Bank Building, room 300, c/o. Cathay Commercial 
Company, Inc., tel.No.94398, where I am employed as correspondent and 
pookkKeeper. 


In ecnnection with my letter of December 27th, 
J. R. Jones, Esg., Secretary of the Muncipal Council, inquiring whether 
Mr. A.I.Zakharoff and one Mr.G.N.Engels (or Inglis) sre at present or 
have beer at any time before in the employ of the I’‘unicipality, end 
whether these men have anything to do with securing positions with the 
Shanghai Foreign fettlemet's Municipality when vacancies occtr, and the 
Council's letter of January 29th, 1954, an@éwering in the negative, 
I wish to state the following: - ; 


1934, acdressed to 


Io arrived in Shanghai on Sctober 25th, 1922, coming from Harbin 
together with my wife Amelia. A few days efter my arrivel here, in 
front of the French Municipal Building, in Rue du Consulat, at the 
tram stop, I happened to see Mr. Alexander Ivanovich Zakheroff, whose 
face I rememocred from Harbin when I was conducting private English 
classes, at No.2 AptexorskEaya street, Harbin, from 1924 to 1927, while 
Min. Zaknaroff ws operating a law, enquiry sand commission office, in 
Kitsiskava street, not far from my plsce. He once or twice came to 


see me in or@ér to have some translations made for him, hence our 
acousiintanc. 


cuties he is to attend the Canidrome races as an Insenector. 


After cur first accicental meeting in the Rue du-Consulat, 

I occasionslly met !'%.Zakharoff in the street, mostly in Avenne Joffre, 
Sust as one cculd many other familiar faces from Herbin. One evering 
in November, 1922, I togetrer with my wife were out for 2s walk in 

Ave. Joffre when we met Mr. Sakharoff again and began to inauire him 
about things and weys of Shanghai, when my wife suggested that we. 
Should have a cup Of cotfee in the Russisn cafe, in front of which 
we hapnvenéd to strna ané chat. 


A few says lester, on a Sunday morring in November 1952, at about 
10 or 11 a.m., when opening the door of my room into the corridor, 
in house Ko.111 Joffre Terrace, wrere we rerted a furnished room, 
I saw Mr.eZakharoff standing near the door of Mr. Feodoroff's room, a 
Russian feldsher (assistant-surgeon), who lived in the same house with 
his family. I said: “Hetlo, Mr. Zakhearoff, whom are you looking for?” 
He told me of having come to see Mr. Feodoroff, but that there is no 
one in, their door being locked. I invited him to come snd sit down 


in our room until any of the Yeodoroffs msy return. He aid so, and 
amongst other things lr. Zazharoff told me that he had come. to see 
Mr. Feodoroff in connection with securing <= positicn for the latter 
in one of the Municipal hospitals, at the same time compaining that 
ir. Feodoroff does not speak erough English, bein 


@ serious herndicap 
to his firal appointment, and that he (Zakheroff). through his good 
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arrange a personal interview for Mr. Meodoroff with the doctor in 
charge, and that the latter nad given Teodoroff eae certain period of 
time to improve his Eng?ish, but that hhe latter is too careless and 3 
lazy to co so, and that he (zakharoff) ard his influential friends y 
in the tunicipsality are greatly annoyed that their protege is 
ereating such vad impression upon the Municipal authorities, which 
would most certainly handicap their future work in connection with 
securing jobs in the Municipality for other Russian candidates. 


Further on Mr.Zakharoff went on to tell me that since there 
are so many Russians at present in the services of both the Settlement '< 
and French Municipalities, all appointmerts to these institutions, 
especially of Russians, aBe possible only thgough the influence of an 
“organization” of Russian employees of the Municipalities. "But the 
trouble is", went on Mr.Zakharoff, "that we have not enough suitable 
candicGates to be put up when vacancies eceur, who would be sufficiently 
strong in the knowledge of the English lsnguage, so that very often 4 
other nationals beat our cardidates”. " 


Here Mr. Zakhsroff asked me as why should rot I try to get a 
Sob in the Municipality, once I know Erglish well enough. To this " 
Y opined that I am not a physician nor an ergineer that I could dream 
of a position in the unicipality. To this Mr. GZakharoff haa to say, 
citing many instances, that tnere are so many good jobs in the 
Municipal service where svch special quiaifications ere not necessary, 
as for instance Sanitary Cverseers and Inspectors, in which cspacities 


many Russians are on fairly good jobs. 


satan Haulin seine 


Being a stranger in Shanghai, with no vrospects in sight for 
work, T natu-ally became interested in the proposition, and Mr. Zakha- 
roff kin@ly promised to come to seem me again with more details on 


the subject. ‘: 


i In a few cays lr. Zakheroff came again and told me that‘it can 
be arrarged, that he had consulted one of his 014 friends in the 
runicipality, a Mr. Engels, a native of Sdessa, Russia, who has been 


with the lMunicfpality for the past ten years “arid is one of tke 
Worganiza eron™ . EhaAt this very Wr. Ensets Hac hétped him (Zakharoff) 
‘€0 secure hHif present job with the La OaL Police, in gpnite of the 
fact that he (Zakneroff) is able to speak only a few words of brcken 


Tngelish. 
*‘Tust to show you as how strong our “organization” is, continucd i 


Mr. Zakharoff, he may tell me of Mr. Grant's cese, who at present 
is ee private English lessons, and who has been after a job with 


SPs oben tite, 
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's Municipa’ity for several years, _ but _every time he _ 
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en ~ although it. cost him jots of money, too, to get this job, 

becanse Of his folly of _trying to ignore us veforé. a 


Mr. Zakharoff told me thst upon recommendations of Mr. Engels, 
we should direct our efforts right away towarcs a position of a 
Sanitary. inspector for . me, with a monthly salary of Tis.2590 per month, 
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Since it would be uninteresténg to apply for a Sanitary Overseer, ~ 


although much easier to secure, but in the future with very little 


chance for advancement. Then Mr. Zakharoff told me that there are 
some expenses for which I should advance a certain sum Of morey, 
the exact amount Of which hé was to Find out from Mr. Ergets sn 


to Tet mé know at our next meeting. 


peer meee 


At our next meeting, at the close of November 1°32, Mr.Zakhareff 
informed me that the amount necessary to take care of entertsainmerts 
of secretary, 2 Dare, and a great admirer 6 acchus, snd aiso efian 
influential Chinese official in the Municipality, was Sh. 2005. 
Saying that not a cent of this amount was for Mr. Engels himself, — 
whom I was to "thank" aftcr I Was already on the job and out of my _ 
first pay, to which I readily sgreed, promising to “thank” in a 


proper style Mr. Zakheroff as well. I promised him to get the money 


| 
| 


ready for the 5th of Tecember, 1932. 


Then Mr. Zakharoff told me to make out an applicaticn, addressed 


to the Chairman of the l"unicipal Council of the Shanghai International 


Settlement, which I did, dated Fovember 2°, 1932, which Mr.Zakharoff 
was to show to lr. Engels for his ©.zK. Mr. Zakharoff brought back 
the application on abont the 2nd day of Tecember, 1952, te’ling me 
that Mr. ©ngels wented me to alter "40 years of age", as I had 
steted in the arplication, to read "37 years of age", saying that 
according to }unicipel regubations 40 years is too old fora 
Sanitery Inspector. 


The next day I had lined up my wife to find out from Mrs .Feodoroff, : 


in a round about way, if her husband was really after a job with one 


of the Municipal hospitals, when the latter admitted that this was so, 
that her husband had already been granted an interview with the doctor 


in charge of the hosrital. By the way, Mr. Zakharoff bade us;not to 


tell anybody about our plans, saying that people are jealous and might 


cause damage to our efforts, so that it was impossible for us to 
ask Mrs. Feodoroff whether her husband was promised the position 
through the efforts of Mr. Zakharoff and his influential friends in 
in the Munici-ality, or by his own initiative. 


On the same day I went to see Mr Urantadres at darmony Terrace, 
off Avenue Joffre, as if to maxe inquiries sbout Eng’ish lessons for 
my wife, and in tre course of our conversation TI asxed Mr. Grant 
whether he be able to continue his classes very much longer, since 
T had_heard of His securing a position of Senitary Inspector with 
Settlement'’s Municipal ity, to which -Gran old me that he reall 
had this apaointhest bu that he was to take up his duties with 
the Munitetpaltiy only in March next a ag 


It seemed to me that there must be some truth in Mr.Zakharoff's 
statements regerding Messrs. Feodoroff and Grant, since how could he 
have known about these things without being in the game himself, and 
his claim of being well connected with that “organization”. I had 
never before in my life had the occasion of trying to secure jobs in 
this way, although I had neard onite a lot regarding similar job. 
securing “organizations” on the Chinese Eastern Railway in Harbin. 


Me. Zakheroff further told me that this “organization” was 
trying to get more jobs in the Municipality for Russians, s°0 as to 
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suitable candidates at hand. He slso related 


higher officials in the Municipal Council had helped one of the 
members of the Council to gain his position at. last elections, by 
{telling the Russian rate-psyers to cast their votes for this 
particular candidate. In this almost everything looked as if I was 


On the right track toward securing a job in 
absolute stranger. 


My wife had Sh.4600.90 deposited with the National City Bank . 
of New York,Shanghai, out of which we decided to take $200, to be 
handed to Mr. Engels, through Mr. Zakharoff, who came again in the 


evening of December 5th, 1932, when those 200 dollars were handed to 
him, together with tne re-wrbtten application, dated TI believe the 
end a 5th of D 13) LISS T € find th 


between the ecember, i 6 


an [o) 
of this application, ans so Is e Counc Ss 
Mr.Zakharoff further on told me that Mr. Eng 
application when he will Pind tt fitT > 


increase the Russian influence there, but wery often they have no 


° els will put in : 
ana that on the 28th oF December 
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as how one of the 


@ place where I was an 
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1932 a Committe was to have a meeting when and where four new Vacancies : 


of Sanitary Inspectors would be declared Open and that one of these 


positions would be given to me, and thet pro 
19352, Mr. Engels would personally bring me a 
application form to be filled up by me, inw 


bably on the 29th December. 
formal enqniry list or ‘ 
hich Mr. Engels would 


help me personally so as to have it filled in properly, and that 
Twas _ te 


o tare up my duties not later thar on 


January 8th, 1933. 


All thésctalk end hancing over money to Mr. Zakharof? took place in : 


the presence of my wife only. 


A day or two after the 5th of December, 
told me that some one wanted to speak to me 
when 2&2 male voice, in Russian, introduced hi 
Speaking, saying thet he had received thnose 
Mr. Zakhsroff and that he would do the rest. 


1932, the landlady 
over the telephone, 
mself as Mr. Engels 
200 dollars from : 

Mr. GZGakharoff had told 


me Before that he had given my card to Mr. Enzels and that the 
latéer would ring me up wome day. By the way, that man&s voice 
over the telephone sounded absolutely different from that of 

Mr. Gakharoff, so that I am sure there was another man in the game 


pesides Mr. Znkhsroff. 


About a week before Christmas, 1932, Mr. Zakharoff told me that 


Mr. Engels wishéd to call on me at my place 
but on the Xmes eve Mr. Zakhsroff came to le 


on the Xmas holidays, 
t me know that one of 


the Chinese officials of the Itunicipality, also of some influence in 


the matter, had invited Mr. Engels to spené 


tne Xmas Holidays with 


him at his home somewhere in Hangchow or Foochow or Soochow, and that 
for this very reason Mr. Enzéls would not be sable to come. In the 
evening of the first day of Xmas Mr. Zaknsaroff came alone. Since 


Mr. Engels could not come, we hnd invited M 


- Tang, a Chinese friend 


of mine, and Mr. S.3I.Sizorin, a Russian techbician, to have dinner 


with us, besides Mr. Zakhsroff. 


Now I began to wait for the 28th of December, 1972, when the 
Committee meeting had to take place, after which Mr. Engels was to 


bring me that formal applicstion form to be 
but no news from Mr. Engels. Mr. Zaknsroff 


filled in. The Sth came, 
advised me to have 


patience, saying that written instructions would come in a few days 
direct from the Muncipality, telling me exactly as what to do. 
That men, catling himself Mr. Engels, phpned again, also telling me to 
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have patience, saying that something had happened that would delay 


my appointment for a few days. 


I ao not remember exactly on what date, but I believe it was a 
few days after the 8th of January, 1935, the date when I was promised 


to be on my job already, when the Ostman brought me an official 
Letter from the Municipality, signed, if Y remember right, by Graham, 
é - 


things right sgain. That man who called himself Mr. Engels, spoke to 
me over the telephone five or six times, and once to my wife when 
happened to be out. He used to ring me up at about 11 a.m. to my 
place, at 111 Joffre Terrace, tel.No.72787. 


From now on Mr. Zakharoff to tell me all kind of stories, that 
the original number of vacancies for Sanitary Inspectors had been 
reduced on account of depression, that British candidates with strong 
recommendations had given preference, and 80 on and so forth, anda 
that now Mr. =ngels is going to get = transfer and then he will get 
job for me and @ better job for him (Zakharoff) as well in the 
Public “Yorks Dept., Since Mr. Pngels. being ttred of his job of 
Saritary Insp:ctor, had appliie or a transfer to a new post, in 
charge of material stores, in somewhere in the Yangtszepoo or Boone 
Road district, at a montly’ salary for mé of I80 Taels oF Dollars. 
of which I do not remember very well. 


In about April-May (I am not anite sure), 195 . Mr. Zakharoff 


came to see me with a new stevy that again nothing could be Gone about 


that job in the Public Works Tept., and that now Mr. Engels is trying 
to get a job for me in the Municipal Archives, from where a lady had 
just resigned, et a salary of Shes 
for advancement. Then he did not show up for a month or so, and 
I_sent him a note, addressed to the “ublic Health Dept. room 326, 
to which I received his answer dated June 15t Qe 

note, addressed as sbove had reached him indeed. A few cays after 
receiving His answer, Mr. Zakharofrfr adréppea in t® seé me at 59 Canton 
Road, still keeping up his story about that 145 dollar job in the 
Municipal Archives, but that a Mr. Brown,in charge of the Municipal 
Building, is too slow with making the appointment. But, of course, 
seid Mr. Zakharoff, Mr. Engels cannot taxe from you $200 for such’ 
a small job as this, and that Mr. Engels had promised to return. to me 


145 per month, but with good chances 
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- not look an intended swindlery, 


Now it seemed to me as if the whole affair did noj 
put just a failure on part of that E 
Mr. Engels (whom I never hed the opportunity of seeing with my own 
1 


eyes) to secure for me the job. 


A few days after this, Mr. Zekhsaroff came to tell me that the 
changes for securing the 145 dollar job for me are very low, too, 
and that now Mr. Engels is trying for me a 120 dollar job. 

I told Mr. Zakharoff that now it is time to put an end to this 
foolery and asked him to return to me the remaining $100, of which 
he promised to report to Mr. Engels. I told him to bring me these 
#100 on the lst of July, 1933, being pay day. Before the ist of 
July he came to tell me that Mr. Engels will not be able to return 
me my money on the lst of July, but can do so on the 15th of July. 


But instead of returning me the money on the 15th of July, 
I received a letter from Mr. Zaharoff, dated July 14, 1933, i 
saying that he (Zakharoff) had promised to pay me, on July 15th, 
#100, which he hed taken from me as a personal 10an, which he, 


-in spite of his sincere wish, has not the slightest possiblity 


to re-pay me, and therefore he very and very deeply apologizes, 
and reaguests me, if possible, to have patience until the ist of 
August, 19335, of which he had personally requested me, ana as an 
oOnest man, he can assure me that he will pay me in full and with 
thanks, and that he hopes I will not refuse him this favour. 


On August 2nd, 1953, Mr. Zakharoff addressed to me another 
letter, reavesting me to weit egain for a few dags more, having 
found it impossible to pay me on the Ist of August, 1933, as he 
had promised. Since his last visit in July, 1933, Mr. Zakheroff 


has not shown up again up to this date, and I have not the least 
idea of his whereabouts. 


Om September 18th, 19235, I mailed to Mr. Zakheroff a strongly 
worded letter, addressed to: Mr. Alexander Ivanovich Zekheroff, 
c/o. PublicK Heatth Department, room 326, Municipal Covneil Bldg., 
Hankow Poad, to which no answer has been received, neither Have 
I seem him personally. Last time I saw Zakhsroff in Jgly, I remember 
him mentioning of having sent his wife to Harbin, and for this reason 
I thought that he might have left Shanghai for Harbin, too, hence 
my inquiry addressed to the Secretary of the Municipal Council, to. 
find out if Zakhsroff is still on his job or not. 


On the other hand, I was anxious to find out about that 
Mr. Engels, who, perhaps, had given to Mr. Zakharoff the money 
right enough, for handing it over to me, put the latter may heve 
preferred to help himself, by making for himself a "personal loan", 
as he strongly emphasises in his both letters to me. 


Thirdly, I wanted to find out whether T had failen into the 
hands of mere swindlers, or was it just a failure of that "organi- 
zation" in their honest attempt to put me on the job. In conclusion 
I may say that I am not dead sure of all the dates given above,. for 
I never thought of the necessity of making exact notes on, the whole... 
affair. eee oe ae 


Shanghaij February 17, 1934. Chas. “Peters. - 


P.O. Box 2146, 
Shanghai, January 27, 1954. 


Dear Sir, 


I shail be much obliged if you wil kindly 
advise me air Mr. Alexander Ivanovich Zakheroff, and 


Mr. Nikolai Georgievich (or Georgi Nikolayevich) Engels 
(or Inglis), are at present in the service of the 
Shanghai Foreign Settlement's Municipality, or have 
served before, and whether they have anything to do with 
securing positions in the Public Health Department of 
the said Municipality, when vacancies occur. 

Yours faithfully, 

Chas. Peters. 


JR. Jones, Esq., 

Secretary, 

Council of the Foreign Settlement of Shanghai, 
Council Chamber, 

Shanghai. 


ic 
H Vis. 
January 29, 1934. 
Cc. Peters, #sQ.r 
P.O. Box 2146, 
Shanghai. 


Sir, 

In reply to your letter cf Jarmery 27, I have to 
stnts that so tar as the records of this office show the 
persons named have never been @aployed in the Coumoil's 
service. 

I also have to state that thay have nothing te do 
with the seouring of positions in the :utiio Health Depart- 
ment whem vacancies occur. 

I om, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


4. mi. McK EE 


Deputy Secretary. 


